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Combining Judeo-German 
and a Judeo-Italian Dialect
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tre nazioni
ebrei levantini 

(Sfardim)

ebrei tedeschi 
(Ashkenazim)

ebrei italiani 
(Italkim)
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Poem Structure

12 stanzas of 8 verses each: 

• 4 verses in Judeo-German (old Yiddish) 

• 4 verses in a Judeo-Italian dialect 

• rhyme AABB CCDD
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Ages and “Animals”

1: king 

3: pig 

7: kid goat 

18: horse 

30: fox 

40: lion 

50: hen, rooster 

60: dog 

70: monkey 

80: snake 

90: ox 

100: falling house

13 14

Tentative transcription

Italian spelling 

•  ii, ij = i = ייִ ,טִיאִי

• ִ  ji = gi, ge = יי

•  ljj = gli = ליְי

• njj = gn = ניְי

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 
(f

ro
m

 m
y 

la
st

 y
ea

r’
s 

p
re

se
nt

at
io

n)

15

Sandrainstrasse 3 
3007 Bern 
Switzerland 

reto.ch 
info@reto.ch

16

https://reto.ch

